Honoring the legacy of Yonkers Mayor
Nicholas C. Wasicsko
WASICSKO SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The late Nicholas Wasicsko was 28 years old when he was elected as the
37th mayor of the City of Yonkers in 1987. At the time, Yonkers was under

a consent decree as a result of a lawsuit against the City by the Yonkers
NAACP and the U.S. Department of Justice, which challenged segregated
housing in the city. As mayor, Nick Wasicsko fought to persuade the City
Council, which sought to defy the terms of the decree, to develop a plan for
integration instead. Nick Wasicsko’s struggle to move the city he loved
forward are documented in the HBO series “Show Me A Hero” and the
documentary “Brick-by-Brick, A Civil Rights Story.”

Three months after Nick was found dead from an apparent suicide in
1993, his widow, Nay, established a fund in the Westchester Community
Foundation to honor his memory and values. The Nicholas C. Wasicsko
Scholarship Fund provides scholarships for college-bound Yonkers
residents interested in government, law and/or law enforcement.

Earlier this year Nay met Mia Williams, a recent scholarship recipient
who is a sophomore at Howard University. Mia is a
graduate of programs provided by Yonkers Partners

in Education, which prepares students for college

success. At the meeting, Mia shared her college ] /j B BNKERS
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young people and how other scholarship A vt 5

recipients are carrying the legacy of
Nicholas Wasicsko into the world.
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