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“Community Matters”  

film series celebrates  

five years 

Messages. After the showing of “Dramatic Escape,” 
filmgoers were asked to express their reactions to this 
powerful documentary about the redemptive power of 
the arts in prison.  



Celebrating “Community Matters” films 

W hat makes a community truly 
a community? At Westches-
ter Community Foundation, 

we think it’s the people who live here and 
work together to make our county a vi-
brant place to call home. We bring to-
gether people with good ideas from 
different places and backgrounds to cele-
brate our diversity. That’s why five years 
ago we started “Community Matters,” a 
film and discussion series at the Jacob 
Burns Film Center.  

We work with the JBFC, an educa-
tional and cultural nonprofit in Pleas-
antville, to present stories that inform 
and inspire. Each screening is followed by 
a panel discussion, and we host a gather-
ing in the gallery upstairs so audience 
members can continue the dialogue.  

Our audiences have been moved by 
stories of families affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease, inspired by the history of the 
women’s movement, jolted by the contro-
versy of rising college costs, and galva-
nized by discussions on nuclear power. 

Our 2016 series launched with a look 
at inmates in Sing Sing prison in Ossining 
who are changed by a theater program. 

During the reception, attendees wrote 
notes to send to the prisoners (cover pho-
to). Many shared their hope about break-
ing cycles of violence and recidivism.   

The series continues on Thursday, 
May 5 at 7 p.m. with Poverty, Inc., a criti-
cal look at the international humanitari-
an aid system, plus new approaches to 
improve lives in the developing world. 
On Sunday, June 5  at 12 noon, we present 
Bikes vs Cars, which profiles a world-
wide movement to make streets safer for 
people, including those of us who live in 
Westchester.   

We’re pleased to offer complimen-
tary tickets to our donors. If you’re a do-
nor or if you know of someone who 
might like to be, contact Jennifer Hu Cor-
riggio at jcorriggio@wcf-ny.org or 914-
948-5166 ext. 4.  Join us! 

WHAT WE DO 

As the Westchester 

division of the New 

York Community 

Trust, we have the 

financial expertise to 

invest our donors’ 

dollars in the wisest 

possible way. For 

more on how we can 

help you help others, 

contact Jennifer Hu 

Corriggio at jcor-

riggio@wcf-ny.org or 

914-948-5166, ext. 4. 

3 questions | Leaving a legacy 

As the Director of Philanthropy and Donor Relations, Jennifer Hu  
Corriggio is here to help you develop your philanthropic goals and  
think through the kind of legacy you would like to leave. 

Q:  What do you enjoy most about working with donors? 

Our donors come from all walks of life and bring deeply personal stories to their giving. 
What I love is learning about their passions and the values they bring to their charitable 
giving, as well as the changes they seek to make in the world.  

Q:  What have you learned from the stories of donors who left permanent funds for 
us in their will? 

There are so many wonderful stories but the common theme is the love they had for 
Westchester. Take Edward I. Johnson. He was a long-time Croton resident who decided 
gave back to his community by providing four-year scholarships for boys who aren’t able to 
afford college. As a result, the fund has distributed $804,000 to 92 students since 1987. 
That’s love for community! 

Q: What does it mean when donors leave a permanent fund with WCF? 

It means that these donors have chosen to continue investing in Westchester, even long 
after they are gone. They make things possible that might not otherwise be possible. As 
stewards of these funds, we take this honor very seriously, and work hard to ensure that 
the right fund vehicle is chosen to match the donor’s philanthropic goals with bridging 
gaps in community needs, both now and forever. 

THE FILMS  
The Last Mountain • Wretches and Jabberers • Mothers of  
Bedford • Forks Over Knives • Escape Fire • Atomic States of  
America • A Place at the Table • A Whole Lott More • Inocente  
• Living with Alzheimer’s • Inequality for All • GMO OMG • Alive 
Inside • Ivory Tower • Every Three Seconds • She’s Beautiful When 
She’s Angry • Indian Point • Armor of Light • Dramatic Escape  
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The City of White Plains, consid-
ered the hub of Westchester, has, 
with a $100,000 grant from the Foun-
dation, launched an innovative part-
nership designed to link job-seekers 
to high-quality training and educa-
tional opportunities.  

The White Plains Education and 
Training Center brings multiple part-
ners under one roof to provide a 
range of resources and services to 
those seeking a new job, a better job, 
or an entirely new career. The center 
is geared to meet the employment 
needs of our region, including culi-
nary and hospitality, medical and 
health care, and technology and entrepreneur-
ship. Job-seekers receive coaching and assis-
tance with career navigation, financial literacy, 
help for first-time homebuyers, and access to a 
state-of-the-art computer training center fea-
turing an E-Learning Library. 

“It’s great to see a city investing in its peo-
ple this way,” notes program officer Tara See-

ley. “It’s a simple formula that works in thriv-
ing communities: employers find the talented 
workers they need and residents find opportu-
nities to prepare for quality jobs, jobs with a 
future that pay a family sustaining wage.” 

The Foundation partnered with JPMorgan 
Chase to play an essential role by supporting 
admissions coaches and career navigators.  

Developing tomorrow’s workforce 

COMING SOON: 

Thursday, May 5, 7 p.m.:  

      Poverty, Inc. 

Sunday, June 5, 12 noon:  

      Bikes vs Cars 

Wednesday, October 5, 7 p.m.: TBA 

Impact 

$6 million  

The amount disbursed from 

the Foundation’s donor-

advised funds and discre-

tionary grants in 2015.  

$1.7 million  

The amount awarded 

through our competitive 

grants program. 

70  

The number of local non-

profits in the county that 

received funding from WCF. 

 

We know 

Westchester. 

Big scissors, big plans. Officials from all partners in the WPETC—the 
City of White Plains, the White Plains Housing Authority, develop-
er Jonathan Rose, JP Morgan Chase and WCF—open the center.  

Photo by  Claire Yaffa 
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Food pantry  provides 

fresh, healthy food 

The Community Center 

of Northern Westches-

ter provides programs 

and services to fami-

lies and individuals 

from 27 communities 

throughout Northern 

Westchester. Our new 

Patterson fund to sup-

port low-income fami-

lies in Ossining is help-

ing CCNW meet the 

rising need. It antici-

pates feeding 9,000 

Ossining residents in 

the coming year. 

How can YOU expand access to the arts, help communities prepare for 

disaster, and protect animals in distress? Join our annual campaign! 

Thanks to the many generous donors to the Fund for Westchester’s  

Future, we are halfway to our goal for 2016. Help us get there so we can 

do even more. Contact Jennifer Hu Corriggio at jcorriggio@wcf-ny.org or 

914-948-5166, ext. 4, for more information. 

Make Westchester better for everyone 

AmVets Memorial Bridge. Painting by Dianne Aronian 

Bright and 

easy to 

read, our 

new website 

is getting 

rave  

reviews. 

Look for 

your 

MyNYCT  

login button 

in the upper 

right corner. 
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